
The overview of what we believe is 
summarized in seven statements we 
call… 

The Seven Wonders of the Word             
The first step in belonging to the new community of Christ followers is to understand the 
essential message of the Bible, the good news of Jesus Christ. To do so, let’s look at some 
incredible truths from God’s Word, which we will call “The Seven Wonders of the Word.”  

 

FIRST WONDER: THE UNIVERSE’S CREATOR 
The first wonder of the Word comes in the first verse of the Bible: In the beginning God 
created the Heavens and the earth (Genesis 1:1). The universe in all its vastness and 
complexity did not happen by random chance, but by the supernatural creation of an 
infinite and eternal God. Think of this: we have already discovered billions upon billions of 
stars in the universe and we aren’t done yet! How awesome God must be . . . he created it 
all!  

But even a more astounding wonder is this: At the pinnacle of all his creation, God created 
us . . . men and women. And God made us “in his own image” (Genesis 1:26-27) for a 
personal relationship with him. God created us with a capacity for a deep and everlasting 
bond with the Creator of the Universe. Every person has an innate yearning to somehow 
experience a connection with this Eternal God (Ecclesiastes 3:11).  

At the outset, the original man and woman enjoyed a close walk with God, a great 
relationship with each other, and an environment that was wonderfully suited to their 
happiness and contentment. It was absolutely perfect! (Genesis 2)  

SECOND WONDER: HUMANITY FALLS 

The second wonder of the Word is equally astounding, although tragic. Scripture records 
that although the original man and woman (Adam and Eve) enjoyed a wonderful 
relationship with God and a paradise of a home, they trashed it all when they chose to 
disobey the God who had made them and blessed them so much.  

The unthinkable happened: the man and the woman chose to reject the Lord and to pursue 
their own course. Immediately, they experienced a lifestyle cut off from the constant flow 
of God’s goodness and love. As the book of Genesis tells us, they and their descendents 
would all experience the tragic consequences of sin: loneliness, rebellion, fear, anger, 
hatred, discouragement and finally, death. And worst of all, the human race was separated 
from God and the relationship was broken (Genesis 3).  



On that very day, the headline would read: “Humanity Falls.” Fallen--from the highest peak 
of God’s creation to the pit of despair and sadness. And perhaps saddest of all, the headline 
of today’s paper reads no differently. All of us have fallen through sin (Romans 3:23; 6:23).  

THIRD WONDER: THE GREAT DIVIDE 

Perhaps you have been to the Grand Canyon and scanned the expanse between the north 
and south rims. It is an awe-inspiring experience. The span between the two sides seems 
almost uncrossable. How could anyone get to the other side?  

Amazingly, there is an even greater chasm that now separates the children of earth from 
the God of heaven. Sin is the Great Divide between humanity and a loving and just God. 
Scripture declares bluntly: “Your sins have separated you from your God” (Isaiah 59:2). 
Because of sin, the whole human race is justly condemned and separated from God. This 
great divide threatens to continue not only in this life, but in the age to come. The chasm 
seems uncrossable, but it’s not! There is hope that we can cross the great divide.  

FOURTH WONDER: THE MIRACLE BIRTH 

On a specific day in history, God himself crossed the great divide and came over to our side 
of the chasm. We call that day Christmas.  

The celebration of Christmas in our culture is lavish, extravagant, joyous and noisy! But 
perhaps in the midst of the excitement, we lose the true reason to celebrate. The wonder of 
Christmas is that God actually humbled himself and became one of us! Yes, Jesus, God’s 
own Son, took on human flesh and lived among us on Planet Earth. Talk about a miracle!  

The details of Jesus’ birth are equally miraculous. The Bible spells out that he was born of 
the virgin Mary, a humble Jewish girl from Nazareth. In perhaps the most astounding event 
in all of human history, the Spirit of God caused a child to be conceived in the womb of 
Mary. On the day of Jesus’ birth, Mary and her betrothed husband Joseph found themselves 
in Bethlehem. And on that very first Christmas, the Son of God himself arrived in the 
humblest of surroundings . . . born in a stable.  

This miracle would be but the first of many to follow in the life of Jesus. God’s plan was to 
bridge the great divide caused by sin through the work of his only Son. Jesus’ mission was 
to rescue sinners from the separation caused by sin. He would be a Savior, as the Scriptures 
foretold: “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he 
will save his people from their sins.” And the angels declared: “Today in the town of David 
a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.”  

FIFTH WONDER: SACRIFICE HILL 

But the question is raised: “How will Jesus save people from their sins?” The answer to this 
question is yet another wonder of the Word of God.  

The “sin problem” is a central issue in the New Testament. God created us for a 
relationship with him, but our sins have separated every person from God. God, in his great 
love and mercy, desires to forgive our sin and to give us a personal and enduring 
relationship with him as his children. But God’s justice and holiness demand a punishment 



for sin. The Word says, “the wages of sin is death.” That is, our sin earns us both physical 
and spiritual death. How can God be both loving toward us and carry out his punishment 
for sin at the same time?  

Is there any way out? The Bible answers a resounding; “YES!” For someone has been sent 
as the mediator between a holy God and a sinful humanity. His name is Jesus. The 
Scriptures proclaim: “For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all men.”  

Jesus, who himself never sinned, took upon himself the punishment for the sins of the 
whole world. When he was crucified on the cross, he satisfied the justice of God by dying in 
the place of sinners. At the same time, he demonstrated the immense love of God. The New 
Testament explains: “This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only 
Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but 
that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.”  

SIXTH WONDER: THE EMPTY TOMB                                      
The message of Christianity is unique. For no other belief system, world religion, or 
religious faith makes the claim that its founder actually rose from the dead! But that is 
precisely what the Bible teaches. In fact, this truth is truly the “heartbeat” of the whole 
Bible. The essential good news is taught in the Bible: “For what I received I passed on to you 
as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was 
buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared 
to Peter, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the 
brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep.”  1 
Corinthians 15:1-4 

Read the dramatic ending of each of the four gospels in the New Testament. Jesus is 
crucified and buried on Friday, but on Sunday he rose from the grave! His tomb is now 
empty forever. Over 500 eyewitnesses confirmed his resurrection. What’s more, there is no 
record of a single one of these eyewitnesses ever recanting or denying their testimony 
even when tortured and put to death.  

Jesus’ physical resurrection is the only explanation for the explosive growth of the 
Christian church. From a rag-tag collection of disciples to a vibrant movement of God, the 
Christian faith spread to the entire Roman Empire within a few years.  

Why did Jesus have to rise from the dead? First, God vindicated Jesus’ claims to be the 
perfect Son of God by raising him from the dead, forever proving that Jesus is Lord of all. 
Second, his resurrection shows that his sacrifice for sin (on the cross) was acceptable to 
God to pay for the sins of the world. Third, Jesus defeated both sin and death by rising from 
the dead. Fourth, Jesus now offers the same hope of eternal life and resurrection to all who 
trust in him.  

SEVENTH WONDER: THE BRIDGE TO LIFE                                                
The seventh wonder of the Word is simple, but astounding. The Bible makes it clear that 
we could never earn forgiveness from God or earn our own way to heaven: “Therefore no 
one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we 



become conscious of sin.” Trying on our own will be as futile as trying on our own to build 
a bridge across the Grand Canyon! We will die trying!  

But God has built a bridge across the Great Divide. We can cross over to the other side! 
Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has 
eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.”  

The good news is this: God has provided a way out by sending his own Son to die on the 
cross in the place of sinners who deserved his punishment. He calls on everyone, even you, 
to turn from trying to achieve your own self-righteousness, and to trust entirely in Jesus 
Christ. Will you trust in Him completely? Will you give your life, your destiny, yourself to 
Him? His love is so immense that he can forgive all your sin and give you eternal life... 
TODAY! One of the most well-known Bible verses tells the story: “For God so loved the 
world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but 
have eternal life.”  

Jesus Christ is Lord of all. He calls on you to trust in Him and to follow him. He calls on each 
of us to come in faith to him and not to ignore his love and his sacrifice on the cross.  

 

RESPONDING TO GOD IN FAITH AND LOVE  
1. CONFESS that God has not been first place in your life and ask Him to forgive your 
sins.  

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from 
every wrong.” 1 John 1:9  

2. BELIEVE that Jesus died to pay for your sins and that he rose again on Easter, and 
is alive today.  

“If you confess that Jesus is your Lord, and you believe in your heart that God raised Him from 
the dead, you will be saved.” Romans 10:9  

“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name (Jesus) by which we must be 
saved.” Acts 4:12  

3. RECEIVE God’s free gift of salvation. Don’t try to earn it.  

“For it is by grace you are saved, through faith — and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God — not by works, so that no one can boast.” Ephesians 2:8,9  

Our relationship to God is not restored by anything we do, but on the basis of what Jesus 
already did for us!  

4. WELCOME Jesus Christ to come into your life and be the director (“Lord”) of your 
life.  



“To all who receive Him, He gives the right to become children of God. All we need to do is to 
trust Him to save us. All those who believe this are reborn! — not a physical rebirth...but from 
the will of God!” John 1:12-13  

You can take these steps by praying a simple prayer of commitment to 
God:  

“Dear Jesus, thank you for making me and loving me, even when I’ve 
ignored you and gone my own way. I realize I need you in my life and 
I’m sorry for my sins. I ask you to forgive me. Thank you for dying on 
the cross for me. Please help me to understand it more. As much as I 
know how, I want to follow you from now on. Please come into my 
life and make me a new person inside. I accept your gift of salvation. 
Please help me to grow now as your follower.”  

“Whoever calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved.” Romans 10:13 

 

 

Our Doctrinal Statement is… 
LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH STATEMENT OF FAITH 

 

God  
1. We believe in one God, Creator of all things, holy, infinitely perfect, and eternally existing in a 
loving unity of three equally divine Persons: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Having 
limitless knowledge and sovereign power, God has graciously purposed from eternity to 
redeem a people for Himself and to make all things new for His own glory.  

The Bible  
2. We believe that God has spoken in the Scriptures, both Old and New Testaments, through the 
words of human authors. As the verbally inspired Word of God, the Bible is without error in the 
original writings, the complete revelation of His will for salvation, and the ultimate authority by 
which every realm of human knowledge and endeavor should be judged. Therefore, it is to be 
believed in all that it teaches, obeyed in all that it requires, and trusted in all that it promises.  

The Human Condition  
3. We believe that God created Adam and Eve in His image, but they sinned when tempted by 
Satan. In union with Adam, human beings are sinners by nature and by choice, alienated from 
God, and under His wrath. Only through God’s saving work in Jesus Christ can we be rescued, 
reconciled and renewed.  

Jesus Christ  



4. We believe that Jesus Christ is God incarnate, fully God and fully man, one Person in two 
natures. Jesus—Israel’s promised Messiah—was conceived through the Holy Spirit and born of 
the virgin Mary. He lived a sinless life, was crucified under Pontius Pilate, arose bodily from the 
dead, ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father as our High Priest and 
Advocate.  

The Work of Christ  
5. We believe that Jesus Christ, as our representative and substitute, shed His blood on the 
cross as the perfect, all-sufficient sacrifice for our sins. His atoning death and victorious 
resurrection constitute the only ground for salvation.  

The Holy Spirit  
6. We believe that the Holy Spirit, in all that He does, glorifies the Lord Jesus Christ. He convicts 
the world of its guilt. He regenerates sinners, and in Him they are baptized into union with 
Christ and adopted as heirs in the family of God. He also indwells, illuminates, guides, equips 
and empowers believers for Christ-like living and service.  

The Church  
7. We believe that the true church comprises all who have been justified by God’s grace through 
faith alone in Christ alone. They are united by the Holy Spirit in the body of Christ, of which He 
is the Head. The true church is manifest in local churches, whose membership should be 
composed only of believers. The Lord Jesus mandated two ordinances, baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper, which visibly and tangibly express the gospel. Though they are not the means of 
salvation, when celebrated by the church in genuine faith, these ordinances confirm and 
nourish the believer.  

Christian Living  
8. We believe that God’s justifying grace must not be separated from His sanctifying power and 
purpose. God commands us to love Him supremely and others sacrificially, and to live out our 
faith with care for one another, compassion toward the poor and justice for the oppressed. 
With God’s Word, the Spirit’s power, and fervent prayer in Christ’s name, we are to combat the 
spiritual forces of evil. In obedience to Christ’s commission, we are to make disciples among all 
people, always bearing witness to the gospel in word and deed.  

Christ’s Return  
9. We believe in the personal, bodily and pre-millennial return of our Lord Jesus Christ. The 
coming of Christ, at a time known only to God, demands constant expectancy and, as our 
blessed hope, motivates the believer to godly living, sacrificial service and energetic mission.  

Response and Eternal Destiny  
10. We believe that God commands everyone everywhere to believe the gospel by turning 

to Him in repentance and receiving the Lord Jesus Christ. We believe that God will raise the 
dead bodily and judge the world, assigning the unbeliever to condemnation and eternal 
conscious punishment and the believer to eternal blessedness and joy with the Lord in the new 
heaven and the new earth, to the praise of His glorious grace. Amen. 

 


